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Sardinia International Music Festival  
 
It’s organized by Associazione culturale Aristosseno in collaboration with  

Conservatory of  Music “L. Canepa” of Sassari  and  Rotary club Sassari. 
The Festival will be held in Sassari at the Conservatory of Music “L. Canepa” from 

August 27 at September 4 2018. 

The Festival is structures in two parts Master and Concerti and it is open to all Italians 

and foreign music students no age limit. 

Teaching will be structured on different levels. 

Course participation is also open to auditors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courses and Teachers 

 
In the participation fee it is also included   Chamber Music 

The Chamber Music Master by Fiorentini is reserved for existing group.  

 

Vadim Brodsky              Violin                                Dejan Bogdanovich               Violin           

Marie Francoise Pallot  Violin                          Gabriele Croci                              Viola              

Zoltan Szabo                   Cello                           Pietro De Maria                            Piano                   

Laura Pietrocini             Pianoforte         Marco  Fiorentini  Violin and Chamber Music 

Mattia Zappa                 Violoncello   Lyda Chen Argerich  Chamber Music for strings 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Registration for the Master   

 
The application must be made trought the tab located on the web site 

www.associazionearistosseno.it, no later than June 30 2018. 

The application must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae, copy of identity 

card, a passport photo and a receipt of payment of registration fee.  

Unaccompanied minors must submit a declaration of responsabilità raised with 

the copy of the parent document. 

 

 

 

 

 

Admissions 
 

Acceptance of the application will be notified within 10 days after the 

closing of entries by mail after verification of the payement of entry fee 

(€ 150,00 not refundable) by bank transfert to Associazione Aristosseno 

at Banca di Sassari IBAN IT37T0101517215000070626990 from 

abroad BIC BPMOIT22XXX causally Iscrizione alla Master Class di 

(specified instrument and teacher) Sassari 2017. The participation fee is 

€ 350,00 for soloist for Chamber Music is € 700,00 for Duo, € 850,00 

for Trio and € 950,00 for Quartett and more, and will have to be 

regularizared on arrival at the secretariat of the Festival. 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Frequency 

 
The corse will be activated to achieve a minimum of 8 participants for  class. 

Any failure to activate will be notified and refunded the registration fee. The 

number of lessons will be agreed directly with thw teacher.  

All participiants will receive a participation certificate. The number of 

lessons will be established with the teacher.  A minimum of three one-hour 

lessons are guaranteed. The teacher can increase the number of lessons. In 

Chamber music class with and Fiorentini there are 6 hours of lessons. 

 

 

 

 

Concerts 

 
Each teacher will choose , trought the videos sent to the secretariat, 

some students to prepare for the concerts of the Festival. The select 

students will be sent to the parties adn will have a diploma merit. 

It will also up a string orchestra with which participiants will also 

perform as soloist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fees, convention and accomodation 

 
The fees for the Master will be of € 350,00 and € 150,00 for registration 

for the strings and the Piano. For the Master music chamber the fee will 

be € 700,00 for Duo, € 850,00 for Trio and € 950,00 for Quartett and 

more inclusive registration fee.  

Associazione Aristosseno it will be available to participiants for 

information and advice on accomodation and restaurants. In School is a 

bar restaurant low cost in agreement with the festival.   

 

 

 

Contacts 
For more information and accessions in web site 
www.associazionearistosseno.it  
email associazione.aristosseno@gmail.com 
or to call at number phone 
Presidente M° De Stasio Guglielmo         +393921758474 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scholarships 

 
Are provided four scolarships the value of 300,00 € offers by Rotary club 

Sassari, official sponsor of event, and four scolarships  for the  accompanyng 

pianists  of the Sassari Conservatory from Association Aristosseno.  

I twill be assigned from the teachers of the Master with Artistic Direction. 

Many more scolarships will be offered by Associazione Aristosseno. 
 

 

 

  
      
                                Rotary club Sassari                

                                  
The Rotary club Sassari was established in 1949, the first Club in Sardinia. 

Founded by illustrious entrepreneurs of the time, it is present in the city with 

philanthropic and cultural initiative.  

He has established, for many years, Awards in memory of his important 

members; 

“Francesco Sieni” Prize Paraio D’Oro, awarded to a sardinian personality 

who has distinguished himself in the entrepreneurial or cultural field; 

“Agniru Caru” Award in memory of Salvator Ruiu, a famous poet in Sassari 

language; 

Rewaeds of musical criticism “Aldo Cesaraccio”; 

“Serafino and Pina Pinna Foundation” scholarship awarded annually to the 

best student of the higher education institute of Thiesi; 

Four scholarships for the best music students at the  Sardinia International 

Music Festival since 2014 in all editions. 

 

 

 

mailto:associazione.aristosseno@gmail.com


 

 

Master di Violino                   

27 agosto - 4 settembre 2018 

Dejan Bogdanovich 

Since its Bogdanovich young age has always 

attracted the attention of the international public 

arousing wonder and admiration. This not only for 

the perfect mastery of the instrument, to the 

knowledge of styles and beauty of its sound, but especially for its ability to capture the 

essence of musical compositions that performed by adding an emotional touch to make 

any personal piece. This is probably one of the reasons why in his native country have 

dubbed "The Genius of color." Despite his Serbian origins (Novi Sad-Vojvodina) was 

trained at the highest Russian drains being a student of the world-famous violinist 

Viktor Tretijakov to him said: "...... and Dejan 'a highly refined musician and 

artistically complete with the originality 'and richness of his musical ideas and the 

absolute control of any musical period ....... his deep creative vision I always conveys 

something new ..... Dejan and' undoubtedly the promise of the new violin playing ... 

"Has 'performed his first concert at the age' of 10 years. At only 17 years he ran the # 1 

concert by N. Paganini and the concert of F. Mendelssohn in E-minor with the 

Orchestra Filarmonica of Dubrovnik. Since then he has appeared as soloist with 

leading symphony orchestras of Europe, Russia and Canada. At 19 he won the 

International Competition in Vienna and Zagreb. He is a regular guest of prestigious 

international festivals. He has given numerous concerts in duo with piano in Canada, 

USSR, (Gran making turn in 1985), Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, Italy, 

Spain, Austria and Germany. His great attention to chamber music has led him to play 

with musicians such as B. Greenhouse, V. Mendelssohn, A. Liberman, D. Asciola, J. 

Gandelsmann, L. Pogorelich, T. Zehetmair, M. Kugel, M. Flaksman, K. Bogino, PH 

Xuereb ... His latest Cd "Virtuosismo and Meditation-Live in Italy" It is having a great 

success with audiences and critics. Dejan joined the concert activities teaching by 

engaging in numerous master classes. In the past it has held numerous courses in Italy 

in Bolzano, Siracusa, La Spezia, Padova, Portogruaro, Trieste, Salerno, Naples, 

Valdarno (Florence) and Pesaro and among his students include winners of numerous 

competitions and established musicians.   

                   

 

           Master di Violino 

27 agosto - 4 settembre 2018  

 Vadim Brodsky 
 

 

Vadim Brodsky was born in Kiev (Ukraine), a 

region famous for a large school of violin that 

has given the world of music artists such as 

David Oistrach, Nathan Milstein and Isaac Stern. Descendant of Adolph Brodsky 

famous for being the first performer of the Tchaikovsky Concerto, Vadim began 

his studies at age six. A 11 debuted as a soloist with the Kiev Philharmonic, 

playing the violin concerto by Kabalevsky, under the direction of the composer. A 

pupil of Olga Parchomencko and David Oistrach, he won first prize in all 

international competitions in which he participated: Paganini (Italy, 1984) Tibor 

Varga (Switzerland, 1984) Wieniawski (Poland, 1977) Winning the Wieniawshi 

competition gave Brodsky many possibilities to make a tour in Europe. In 1981 he 

moved to Poland, where he became very popular. His debut in New York took 

place in 1982 at the Y-Hall with a contract of Musical Heritage Society. This 

company recorded CD's with the concerts for violin and orchestra by Brahms, 

Paganini, Tchaikovsky, Saint-Saens, Sibelius, Wieniawski and also the only 

engraving LP Six Sonatas for violin solo by Eugen Ysave. During its years of 

activity, Brodsky has performed with leading orchestras such as the Leningrad 

Philharmonic, the Moscow Philharmonic, the Polish National Radio Symphony, 

the Warsaw Philharmonic, the Suisse Romande of Geneva and the Philharmonia 

Orchestra of London. In 1991 he played with the Seville Symphony Orchestra at 

the opening of the new Maestranza Theater, built for Expo '92. During his Italian 

tour in 1997, Vadim Brosdky has had the honor of playing the famous "Guarneri 

del Gesù" that belonged to Paganini. He also appeared on Italian television, 

playing the concerts of Tchaikovsky, Bartok, Paganini and Vivaldi's Four 

Seasons. Vadim Brodsky was the first Russian violinist to play in front of SS. 

Giovanni Paolo II 

 

 



 

 

Master di Pianoforte 

28 agosto – 31 agosto 2018 

Pietro De Maria 
  

After receiving the Critics' Prize at the Tchaikovsky 

Competition in Moscow (1990), Pietro De Maria won 

First Prize in other prestigious international piano 

competitions, such as the Dino Ciani - Teatro La Scala in Milan (1990), the Géza 

Anda in Zurich (1994), and the Mendelssohn Award in Hamburg (1997). An active 

concert pianist, he has played as soloist with the best known orchestras, with 

conductors of the stature of Roberto Abbado, Gary Bertini, Myung-Whun Chung, 

Vladimir Fedoseyev, Daniele Gatti, Alan Gilbert, Eliahu Inbal, Marek Janowski, Ton 

Koopman, Michele Mariotti, Ingo Metzmacher, Gianandrea Noseda, Corrado 

Rovaris, Kwamé Ryan, Yutaka Sado and Sándor Végh. Born in Venice in 1967, De 

Maria studied piano with Giorgio Vianello and Gino Gorini. Revealing a precocious 

talent, he won First Prize at the Alfred Cortot International Piano Competition in 

Milan at the age of 13. He graduated from the Conservatory of Venice and continued 

his studies with Maria Tipo at the Conservatory of Geneva, where he obtained the 

Premier Prix de Virtuosité with the highest honours in 1988. His repertory ranges 

from Bach to Ligeti and he is the first Italian pianist to have played Chopin's 

complete piano works in six public concerts. More recently, he has been focusing on 

Bach, presenting both books of The Well-Tempered Clavier as well as the Goldberg 

Variations in his concerts. He has recorded Chopin's complete piano works, The 

Well-Tempered Clavier and the Goldberg Variations for Decca, receiving important 

acknowledgments from international publications of prestige such as Diapason, 

International Piano, MusicWeb-International and Pianiste. De Maria has also 

recorded three Sonatas by Clementi for Naxos, a live recital at the Miami 

International Piano Festival for VAI Audio, Beethoven's complete works for cello 

and piano with Enrico Dindo for Decca and a CD with selected piano works by Fano 

for Brilliant Classics. He is Accademic of S. Cecilia in Rome and he teaches at the 

Mozarteum University in Salzburg, at the School of Music in Fiesole and at the 

Academy of Music in Pinerolo. 

 

web-site: www.pietrodemaria.com 

 

Master di Violino 

27 agosto - 4 settembre 2018 

Marie Francoise Pallot 

 
Coming from a family of Italian origin has started the 

career of violin at 4 years. Join the prestigious 

Conservatoire National Superior de Musique de Paris 

at the age of 12 in the class P. Dukan. He continued 

his musical studies at the Conservatoire National 

Superior de Musique de Lyon in Class V. Reynolds 

where he obtained the Superior of Musical Studies Diploma and a few years after 

graduation 3rd level of music to the upper chamber. Its formation is followed at the 

famous Accademia W. Stauffer in Cremona with S. Accardo distinguishing himself 

as best allieva.La his thirst for knowledge leads her to an exchange between France 

and America by G. Poulet of which was at the student guide ' Indiana University 

Bloomington USA with the violinist F. Gulli. After obtaining the Supreme Award 

(Artist Diploma), he continues his musical development with the trio masters with 

G. Sebok piano, J. Starker ,R.Dubinski. The admiration for the Russian violin 

school encourages the approach to the great Igor Oistrack with whom he studied 

for five years. 

He 'was the winner of international competitions including the Association of 

Chamber Music Coleman Pasadena California USA and Stresa (Italy) First Prize. 

On his return to France he was invited to the Rencontres Musicale de France in 

Evian by M. Rostropovich performing with Jamie Laredo and Isaac Stern. In 2013 

was a month in Bolivia for a series of concerts and master classes with Lyda Chen 

Argerich, plus a summer tour in China, performing among other things of the 

Forbidden City in Beijing in the prestigious hall. He collaborated with various 

artists such as E. Naomuff, A. Meunier, S. Gazeau, T. Adamoulos, C. Morin, S. 

Ghindin, Lyda Chen Argerich,Korcia Laurent. Currently he is professor of violin at 

the Boulogne-Billancourt Conservatory considered the most important of the city 

of Paris. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pietrodemaria.com/


 

 

Master di Viola 

27 agosto - 4 settembre 2018  

Gabriele Croci 

 
He born in Rome in 1974. 

A student of Giuranna and Bashmet for Viola, 

Quartet studied with the world's leading 

interpreters of this training (Amadeus Quartet, Berg, Tokyo, La Salle and Italian 

Quartet). 

He has won several competitions as a soloist and as a quartet (Vittorio Veneto, 

U.K. Viotti, V. Bucchi). 

He has played as first viola at the Fenice in Venice (2002, 2007), the San Carlo in 

Naples (2008), the Regional Orchestra of Rome and Lazio (2009) and the 

Orchestra of the Theater "G. Verdi "in Salerno (2010). It 'was the first viola soloist 

Roma3 Orchestra (2005-2011). His career is primarily a chamber. He played with 

Quartetto Bernini and the Sextet of Rome throughout Italy, Europe, USA, Latin 

America, the Middle and Far East. And 'member since its inception (2002), 

Ensemble Algorithm, specializing in Contemporary Music Festival and invited in 

the most important Italian and international Contemporary. In the various groups 

with which he played and currently plays, he has performed in theaters such as the 

Parco della Musica in Rome, the Teatro Coliseo in Buenos Aires, the Venice 

Biennale, the Goldsmith's Hall in London, the Teatro Carlo Felice in Genoa, the 

Muzikgebow Amsterdam, the ProQuartet Paris, the Conservatory of Beijing, the 

Cantiere Internazionale di Montepulciano and the Accademia Chigiana in Siena, 

among others. He has had extensive discography from Bach to Sciarrino. He has 

recorded for Stradivarius, Neos, Dynamic. Among his recordings the "Monologue" 

by Schnittke has received excellent international critics as one of T. Potter (Strad 

Magazine for Viola and Strings (Dynamic)): "Wonderful sound of purple across 

the range." 

He’s teacher of viola at the Conservatory "L. Canepa " 

 

 
 

Master di Violino 

Master di musica da camera 

Marco Fiorentini 

27 agosto – 4 settembre 2018 
Born in Rome (Italy), Marco Fiorentini began to study violin with his father 

Alfredo. In 1987 he held a violin degree at the Conservatory S. Cecilia of 

Rome with the maximum vote, cum laude and honorary mention. In the 
following years he studies in London at the Advanced Solo Course held by 

Yfrah Neaman at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, where he wins, in 

1992, the A. Gibson Memorial Prize and the Philarmonia Prize, and, in 1993, 

the “Premier Prix” at the Concert Recital Diploma. Finally, he completes his advanced studies at the Scuola 
di Musica of Fiesole with Norbert Brainin and in Israel with Maya Glezarova. Winner of several important 

Italian and International music prizes, in his career Marco Fiorentini has performed as soloist or in chamber 

ensembles in the most important concert seasons in Italy) always acclaimed by audience and critical reviews. 

In 1997, he founded the Ars Duo with the pianist Laura Pietrocini, with whom he won several national and 
international prizes, (1° Concorso Nazionale di Esecuzione Musicale “F. Feroci”, 1° Concorso Nazionale di 

Musica da Camera “Il Miglio d’Oro”, 17° Concorso Internazionale di Musica da Camera di Trapani, 14° 

Concorso Internazionale di Musica da Camera “Città di Caltanissetta”, Concorso Europeo di Musica da 

Camera “Città di Catanzaro”, 4° Concorso Internazionale “Premio Trio di Trieste”, 50° Concorso 
Internazionale “G. B. Viotti”) and with whom he has performed in Italy as well as in many European 

countries. In 2000 he founded Ars Trio di Roma, who debuted in 2001 at the winter season of Accademia 

Chigiana “Micat in Vertice” winning the Honorary Degree of the same prestigious academy in Siena. In 2001 

Ars Trio also won the first prize at the Concorso Internazionale “Premio Trio di Trieste” in Trieste, since 
today the last Italian ensemble that won this prestigious competition. Since then, Ars Trio di Roma has been 

invited by leading concert venues throughout Europe and also was featured on Italian TV RAI in the program 

“I Concerti dei Quirinale” with a national and European live broadcast by EBU-UER. In 2006, the cover page 

of AMADEUS magazine was dedicated to the Ars Trio di Roma on the occasion of their new recording of the 
integral trios of Shostakovic, released by this magazine. In recent seasons, Ars Trio performed to great 

success at such major venues in Italy and abroad, appearing also at Martinu Hall-Lichtenstein Palace of 

Prague (Czech Republic), the Hall of Columns of the Kiev Philharmonic (Ukraine), the Stephaniensalle of 

Graz (Austria), and has participated at major festivals in Germany, such as the Scharwenka Festival in 
Lubeck and the Bachfest in Leipzig, among others. Earlier, Ars Trio took an extended tour throughout South 

America which included performances in Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil, at large theatres such as 

Teatro Coliseo of Buenos Aires, Teatro El Circulo of Rosario, Teatro Argentino of La Plata, Teatro Oriente of 

Santiago in Chile, Sala Balzo of Montevideo, Canal da Musica of Curitiba. The tour included a national radio 
live broadcast of the Montevideo performance and a TV broadcast for the Brazilian Radio-Televisione TV 

Globo of Rio de Janeiro. On the strength of a complete repertoire, ranging from classical to modern (Mozart, 

Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert, Schumann, Dvorak, Ravel, Shostakovic), the Trio has always paid great 

attention to contemporary music as well (Copland, Shchedrin, Kagel, Henze). Recently, the Trio premiered 
“Freddo,” the Triple Concerto for violin, cello, piano and orchestra by Michele Dall’Ongaro, a composition 

expressly dedicated to the Ars Trio di Roma. Marco Fiorentini teaches masterclass and bachelor for violin 

and chamber music at the International Music Academy of Rome. 



 

 

 Master of Chamber Music 

Laura Pietrocini 

27 agosto –4 settembre 2018 

 

He expressed Since the early years of life a strong musical 

aptitude began studyng piano at age five and dedicating a very 

young age to the compositions. She graduated I n 1991 at the S. Cecilia 

Conservatory in Rome under the guidance of Prof. Gabriella Galli Angelini with the 

Higrest grades and Honors, winning the Prize Marcello Intendente reserved for the 

best graduates of the year. In 1993 he graduated in chamber music at the same 

school and in the 1998 he obtained a Diploma of the Accademia Nazionale di S. 

Cecilia with M° F. Ayo. She continues its refinement piano with M° K. Bogino in 

Paris and in Rome at the Academy Angelica Costantine. She was the winner of 

numerous national and international competitions. She has performed as soloist and 

in chamber music concerts at major institutions in Italy and abroad always receiving 

wide acclaim from audiences and critics. In 1997 with the violinist M. Fiorentini 

forned the Ars Duo with which it has estabilished itself in many national and 

international music competitions including: 1st  Execution National Music 

Competition “F. Ferocius”, 1st National Competition of Chamber Music “The 

Golden Mile”,  the 17th International Competition of Chamber Music of Trapani, the 

14th International Competition of Chamber Music of Caltanisseta, European 

Chamber Music Competition “City of Catanzaro”, 4th International Competition 

“Premio Trio di Trieste”, the 50th International Competition “G.B. Viotti”. For Rai 3 

also performed in the show of “I Concerti del Quirinale”, broadcast live on National 

and European Radio. Also intense activity abroad: Chile , Argentina, Uruguay, 

Brazil, Austria, Germany, Ukraine, Lithuania, Czech Republic, Albania, france, 

England, Poland, Slovenia, China. In 2000 she founded the Ars Trio di Roma. This 

Trio in 2001 obteined the Diploma oh Homor same. Then the Ars Trio was the 

winner on 1st Prize in the International 2City of Pinerolo” and the 1st Prize at the 

prestigious International Competition “Premio Trio di Trieste”, last Italian ensemble 

to have achieved this recognitions. Laura Pietrocini holds regular master classes in 

piano and ckamber music at the International Music Academy in Rome. And the 

Artistic Director of Chromatica Festival of Rome. She is Professor of Chamber 

music in Sassari Conservatory of Music. 

    Master di Musica di Insieme 

27 agosto -  4 settembre 2018  

Lyda Chen Argerich 

 

 
Born in Geneva, lyda began studying the violin at the 

Geneva Music Conservatory with Ayla Erduran. Then 

she joined Professor Lin Yao Ji's class at the Central Music Conservatory in 

Beijing. Upon his return from China he began his humanistic law studies at 

the University of Geneva where he graduated. Consequently he found many 

affinities with Viola and his repertoire. Mainly self-taught with this 

instrument he began to perform in different formations. She joined the string 

quartet class of GA b or Takacs and received her diploma in chamber music 

from the Geneva Conservatory of Music. It was then perfected with Professor 

Marie-Francoise Pallot at the Boulogne de Billancourt Conservatory in Paris. 

There were many meetings with eminent musicians on the world scene, as a 

result of being the daughter of Martha Argerich, who paved the way for a 

concert career that led her to perform in important Festivals and Seasons 

Concertistichedi international carreer such as Verbier Festival, La Roque 

D'Antheron, Viviers, Les Folles Journe, Les de Nantes, Chambery, Salzburg 

Festpielen and Argerich Project in Lugano. He has played in various chamber 

ensembles in Tokyi Triphony and Sumida Halls, Teatro Colon in Buenos 

Aires, Salle Pleyel in Paris, Mozarteum in Salzburg, and as a soloist at the 

Tonhalle in Zurich, Il teatro del Circulo and san Juan In Argentina. She is 

often invited to play in numerous orchestras such as the Japan New 

Philarmonic Orchestra of the RSI, China All Star Orchestra and the Westwrn 

Eastern Divan Orchestra. Since 2013 he has been a soloist and conductor in 

Valenciennes, Beijing and Guanzhou. She was invited to hold viola and 

chamber music recitals and master classes for Conservatories in Spain, 

Argentina, Switzerland, Bolivia and Kazakhstan. He has recorded for the 

EMI from the Lugano Festival the quartets of Beethoven, Dvoràk, 

Schumann, Faurè, and the quintets of Franck and Schostakovich with 

musicians such as I. Gitlis, M Maisky, M Argerich and G. Montero. 



 

 

Master di Violoncello 

Zoltan Szabo 

27 agosto – 4 settembre 2018 

 

The Cellist Zoltan Szabo performs his first concert 

in a duo with piano at 12, the first solo concert with the orchestra of the native 

city to 14. Winner of numerous national and international awards, he                 

graduates with honors at the Academy of Music of Bucharest. He has 

recorded for the Romanian, Swiss, Italian, Mexican, Japanian radio and 

television stations, as well as for the Naxos, Arts, Rivo Alto, Azzurra, 

electrorecord record companies. 

He was the first cello in the Targu Muresm Brasov orchestras of the 

Bucharest Academy of Music, the Abbruzzese Symphonic Institution, the 

Arena di Verona Foundation, the Venice Chamber Orchestra, the A. Vivaldi 

Orchestra, and the Italian virtuosos. Member of the Amati Quartet, he made 

numerous tours in Japan, Great Britain, Germany, Hungary, Mexico, 

Guatemala.  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Master di Violoncello 

Mattia Zappa 

25 agosto – 31 agosto 2018 
Mattia Zappa was born 1973 in Locarno (Switzerland). 

Following his Matura and subsequent BA from Lugano 

Conservatory, and with the support of foundations such as the 

Migros-Patrons and Pierino Ambrosoli Foundation Zurich, the 

swiss cellist continued his musical studies in the soloist's class of 

Harvey Shapiro at the renowned Juilliard School in New York. Mattia Zappa received 

his soloist's diploma from Basel Academy of Music after studies under the tutelage of 

Thomas Demenga. There followed a Master for Sonata Repertoire at the Accademia 

Pianistica Di Imola (Bologna) under the direction of Pier Narciso Masi. Masterclasses 

by Ralph Kirshbaum, Steven Isserlis, Andras Schiff, and Maria Curcio in England. In 

1997 he was awarded a European music fellowship for "artistic talent and outstanding 

accomplishment" with his interpretation of Tchaikowsky's Rococo Variations. As a 

soloist Mattia Zappa has been engaged by the Orchestra della Svizzera Italiana, Basel 

Symphony Orchestra, Lucerne Festival Strings, the Akademischen Orchester Zürich, 

Swiss Chamber Philharmonic, Orchestre de Chambre de Genève and the Johannesburg 

Philharmonic Orchestra in South Africa. Mattia Zappa is a member of the Zurich 

Tonhalle Orchestra since 2000 and played in 2007 (as a substitute) in the Cellosection 

of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra. He performs numerous duo recitals together with 

the Italian pianist Massimiliano Mainolfi, together with whom he gave his Carnegie 

Hall debut in March 2001. This was followed by his debut at the chamber music hall of 

the Berlin Philharmonic. The duo Zappa.Mainolfi have performed at important 

European centers in Germany, Holland, Belgium, Scandinavia, France, South Africa, 

Switzerland and Italy. Zappa is the winner of various international chamber music 

competitions including the Premio Vittorio Gui (Florence), the G.B. Viotti (Vercelli) 

and the Concorso Città di Pinerolo (Turin). He has also recorded for radio (including 

Swiss Radio and DeutschlandRadioBerlin) and on CD for DECCA Italy, Guild, Lyra 

Classica and Claves labels. Mattia Zappa plays a wonderful Gabbrielli-Cello made in 

Florence in 1758 and a Pirmin Gabriel (Lucerne 2017). 2007-2011 have seen him tour 

with the complete cycle of Johann Sebastian Bach's Six Suites for Violoncello Solo, 

with his debuts at the Lucerne Festival and in the Wigmore Hall in London. He is also 

member of the "lucerne string trio",playing together with the bulgarian violinist Ina 

Dimitrova and Violist Christoph Schiller. 2012-2017 Mattia Zappa has been teaching at 

the Conservatorio della Svizzera Italiana in Lugano. 


